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COSWBNISTS GAINS IN INDONESIA 


X« Communists have registered spectacular gains in recent local 


•lections in Java. 

A. In central Java elections on 17 July <for provincial council, 

38 of 88 district councils amt several Municipal councils), 
with about 80% of vote counted* Communists sell in the lead, 

1. They have 4 to 8 edge over nearest rivals — Nationalists, 

who von in *56— w4th Moslem parties trailing, 

8. Communists unde significant piiss in rural districts Vhere 
not previously strong, 

B. Swing to left was also apparent la Djakarta municipal elections 
on 33 June, vhere Communist* increased their vote by 40% over 
1356 despite smaller turn-out, 

l. They rose from a poor fourth to strong second behind 


Masjumi, 

II, Communis t success due to energetic, well-financed campaigning, 

A. other important factors have teen Communist identification with 
President Sukarno and his concept of w guided democracy,’* 
latter refused to support Nationalists as he did in *55. 

XIX, Momentum built up as result of Djakarta and Central Java voting 
apparently has aided Communists in last Java elections {33 July) 
and will stand then in good steed in Nest Java {10 August) and 


Jogjakarta — a sultanate having provincial status 


September) 
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A. c«MNui*t» vi |«row in all thee# tmi, aad probably will 
vis Jogjakarta . 

9„ beet and Vast Java areas, hoeever , will test capacity ef 
eammaiata be via la heels* stronghold*. 

1. la **S Hcdhlatul 91am <S9) asm a sobetaatial plurality is 
last Java defeating second place Cowatminte by ware than 
a aUU«n 

1* la Peat gave, Meajaai’s visaing rate me aware than doable 
that of eaaaiif*. mo fuirtl third behind Bet local lets* 
C, lari teat fragamtary ratorna fra* last gave cities — mere 
Coaau aieta haem to be vbong — pat the* mil Is lead* 
it. beat that can be eat# cheat elections tm that Comwaieta sill act 
gala tmedlatc coatrol over area* In which they won since the 
varies* council* ere only advisory to governor# eppeiated by 
Djakarta* 

A, Coawaalsta, nevertheless, will fear# gained ea crams prestige 

throughout Java* 

a. they will aadeebtedly «wrt increasing iaflaeae# over village 
headaea, the "grass root#** iHlaiftratera «bo usually deliver 
the votes* 

C* la addition, Cemnaiate sill be ia ft greatly taproved position 
to infiltrate local ailitary and police establishments. 

», la aay event, Caaasist victories ia #sva sill aftbe dieaideats 
ia twain aad Celebes sere raise tent than ever to cea© to 
term with cental gov’t. 

y. Boat serines develspseat way be that »fc*ra© vil* internet 
elections to seas that Indonesian people mat Cewwsatst-etyle 

gevn, ap«a«<i^*«e*Aiaii^9«ofd3wotea«)otooai^modate 
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Since his tours last jrnr of USSR and Cowauniat China, 
Sukarno v • policies an# not loan have markedly advanced 
Cowsunist influence in Indonesian government, 

1. Of 33 positions in present cabinet— formed personally by 
Sukarno-- four beaded by persons with long histories of 
identification with Coaaunist tarty and fronts, 

8, Is ftakar no-dictated "Rational Council," it of 44 monbers 
are known or suspected Columnists. 

S, fix parsons with known Communist leanings, including 
Secretary-General of tarty, are does personal 
advisors of president. 
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